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IGP’s PhD programme evaluated 
The overall statement from the evaluators was that the postgra-
duate education in general works well but they also presented 
suggestions for improvements.
The evaluation was initiated by Uppsala University and during 
early 2019 IGP representatives collected statistical data and 
wrote a report. It was sent to a group of evaluators who visited 
IGP in the beginning of October and interviewed PhD students 
and other IGP representatives. 

Among the evaluators’ positive comments was that IGP keeps 
earmarked funding for PhD students to attend courses. (PhD 
students are encouraged to check the simple procedures to use 
this possibility). The mandatory pedagogical course, and our 
new system for reimbursing teaching by PhD students were 
also commended.

The evaluators’ suggestions for improvements included to 
simplify some of the administration, and better communication 
between the Faculty and the University Hospital. For clinical 
PhD students it is crucial that courses are announced early to 
allow longer planning horizons, and that time is set aside to 
perform the postgraduate studies despite hectic clinical duties.
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IGP Day 2020
The IGP Day will be arranged 
in early June as a half-day event 
followed by dinner. The date will 
be announced shortly.

Ulf Gyllensten  
awarded the Rudbeck Medal
For his successful studies of gene-
tics and molecular epidemiology 
in humans.

Innovation project acknow-
ledged by UU Innovation 
Marika Nestor and Anja 
Mortensen have received the 
“Attractive Innovation Project” 
award 2019.

Grants for  
young researchers
Vleugels Foundation aims to 
support IGP researchers during 
the earlier phases of their career. 
Application deadline is  
14 January.

More information  
on the IGP web.

Recent grants
Yumeng Mao och Theresa Vincent 
have received grants from the 
Swedish Childhood Cancer Foun-
dation. Previously this semester, 
thirteen IGP researchers were 
awarded grants from the Swedish 
Cancer Society and eight received 
funding from the Swedish 
Research Council.

From the Head of Department
Impressive performance and remaining challenges
Researchers at our department successfully attract external 
grants, as shown by e.g. our approval rate for projct grants at 
Vetenskapsrådet; 38%, compared to national average 26%. 
From Cancerfonden, IGP got SEK 75 million of the entire 
SEK 770 million budget. Thus, for the second year in a row, 
our department received 10% of Cancerfonden’s total national 
investment, and that doesn’t include several positions awarded 
earlier this year.

Looking at scientific production, we also have reasons to be 
proud. The recent Annual Bibliometric Monitoring shows a 
steady increase both in the number of citations per publication, 
and, more importantly, the journal impact score per publica-
tion. This means that others read and cite what we publish.

But challenges remain, and among them is how health  
care and the medical faculty support clinical researchers.  
It is a question of getting time for research out of a busy  
clinical schedule, but also to build research networks,  
and sustain strong research environments to promote  
translational projects.  Only then can we claim that we  
are truly successful.

https://www.igp.uu.se/for_staff/research-level-education/funding/
https://www.igp.uu.se/for_staff/

